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With appropriate forms of support, people with mental illnesses could actively 
contribute to that independence. They could fully participate in their communities. 
Instead, they are trapped into long-term dependence on disability income supports 
that leave them living below the poverty level [all the while preferring work and 
independence] 
 
The President’s New Freedom Commission on Mental Health 
 Final Report, July 2003, pg. 30 
 

”

Speakers:  
Mary Blake, Public Health Advisor, SAMHSA Center for 
Mental Health Services and former Director of Training & 
Communications, Consumer Action Network 
 
Paul Gorman, Ed.D., President and CEO, West Central 
Behavioral Health and Adjunct Assistant Professor, 
Dartmouth College Medical School 
 
Robert A. Burns, Director, Maryland Division of 
Rehabilitation Services (DORS), Department of Education 

“ 

Promoting Independence and 
Recovery Through Work:  
Employment for People with  
Psychiatric Disabilities  

Serious mental illnesses 
rank first  among 
illnesses that cause 
disability in the U.S. 
People with psychiatric 
disabilities have the 
highest rate of 
unemployment of any 
group with disabilities. 
People with mental 
illnesses want to work 
and research shows that 
with the right support 
they can work.  
 
The web cast will 
explore strategies and 
model programs for 
helping people with 
mental illnesses get back 
to work.  

PLEASE JOIN US FOR 
A WEBCAST: 

 

July 31, 2007 
2:30 – 4:00 PM EST 

 

Additional information and web cast archives 
are available at:  

www.nga.org/center/health  
 

On July 31, please visit: 
www.nga.org/webcast

Pre-registration is not required 

http://www.nga.org/webcast
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT
Webcast Series: 
Elements of State Health Reform

DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS
Initiative:
State Alliance for e-Health 

ABOUT THE HEALTH DIVISION
The NGA Center for Best Practices' Health Division covers a broad range of health financing, 
service delivery, and policy issues, including containing health-care costs, health insurance 
trends and innovations, state initiatives in public health, aging and long-term care, disease 
management and health care information technology, healthcare quality, mental health and 
substance abuse, and health workforce. 

Contact Information:
Division Director Kathleen Nolan
Aging Joy Cameron
Health Coverage & Quality Brendan Krause
Health Coverage & Pharmaceuticals Molly Voris
Health Information Technology (HIT)  Michelle Lim Warner

Meredith Pumphrey
Maternal & Child Health Gabriela Garcia
Public Health Joyal Mulheron

Around the States:

Most Massachusetts Residents Support 
Health Reform Law

Florida Governor Partners with “Shaq” to 
Battle Childhood Obesity

Illinois Makes HIV Testing Part of Routine 
Medical Care

Minnesota to Require Electronic Health 
Transactions

 Read all Front & Center Articles 

DIVISION NEWS 

 NGA Center Eyes Increasing Employment and 
Volunteer Opportunities for Retirees

 Nation's Governors Leading Health Reform Efforts 

 Center Activities:

Aging 

Aging Initiative 

Civic Engagement: Engaging 
Seniors in Volunteering and 
Employment 

Disabilities & Community Living 

A Lifetime of Health and Dignity 
(03-04 Initiative) 

Long Term Care 

Health Coverage 

Cost Reduction Strategies 

Coverage Initiatives 

Health Reform Initiatives 

Medicaid 

Medicaid & Prescription Drugs 

Medicare Drug Benefit 

Prescription Drug Coverage 

State Pharmaceutical Assistance 
Programs (SPAPs) & Discount 
Programs 

Health Quality & Health 
Information Technology 

Regulation 

State Alliance for e-Health 

Maternal & Child Health (MCH) 

Children's Oral Health 

Maternal & Child Health—General 

MCH Block Grant (Title V) 

MCH Update 

States Children's Health Insurance 
Program (S-CHIP) 

Public Health 

Cancer Clearinghouse 

Co-Occurring Health Disorders 

Disease Management 

Healthy America 

Mental Health 

State Health Leadership Initiative 

Substance Abuse & Addiction 

Suicide Prevention 

Tobacco Prevention & Control 
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