Disability Mentoring Day

Disability Mentoring Day (DMD) was successfully held at the Portland Career Center on October 18, 2006.  Rod MacInnes of the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation conducted a Power Point presentation on DMD and also career awareness development for the mentees-to-be, using materials developed by the National DMD office of American Association of Persons with Disabilities. 

Gerard Salvo of Coastal Enterprises Inc. Staffing Services (a company that develops full-time, supportive and flexible employment for dependent populations) spoke about his recruiting about 20 companies to host mentees this year.  Verizon also signed up to become a mentor.  Following the presentation, three mentees signed up for job visits/tours to be held at a later time in October or early November!  

Following the presentation, Rick Nugent and Rych Neuville of Training Resources Center explained about the employment related services provided by the Portland CareerCenter and also the pieces of adaptive equipment which enable persons of different abilities to utilize the resources offered by the Center.   

On DMD two other Local DMD Coordinators, Alpha One and Maine Mentoring Partnership (Jobs for Maine Graduates) also sponsored DMD events in other parts of the state.  

For more information about Maine DMD and National DMD, see http://choices.muskie.usm.maine.edu/DMD/ and www.dmd-aapd.org. It is hoped that there will be more mentees, mentors and local coordinators for next year’s Maine DMD.  
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