                        Disability Mentoring Day   Alpha One October 25, 2006
On October 18, 2006, Alpha One celebrated Disability Mentoring Day by holding a reception and open house.  The event lasted two hours.  The event began with a welcome by our Executive Director, Dennis Fitzgibbons followed by brief presentations by staff members with a variety of disabilities, concluding with a brief presentation on work incentives and question and answer period by Robert Clark, Public Affairs Specialist, and Social Security Administration.

Following the presentations and question and answer was a tour of Alpha One.  Alpha One is Maine’s Center for Independent Living.  Attendees were shown all manner of assistive technology used by staff with disabilities.  They were given a chance try the equipment.  Examples of assistive technology included Jaws computer program, interpret-type, video phone and vehicles adapted with hand controls.
It was our goal to expose people with disabilities to information about their Social Security benefits, role models with disabilities who are employed and technology available in the work environment. It is our belief that such real life examples will plant seeds of success in those who attended.

