WHEREAS, across Maine, individuals with disabilities are making important contributions as members of the state's workforce; and
WHEREAS, some employers, advocates, state and local officials, and, especially, people with disabilities themselves, have been in the forefront of recognizing the need to remove the barriers that prevent employment for people with disabilities and thus harm the economy of Maine; and
WHEREAS, while progress has been made, the unemployment rate of persons with disabilities in Maine is below 37 percent and less than half the employment rate for Mainers without disabilities; and
WHEREAS, the unemployment rate for persons with disabilities in Maine who are looking for work is three times the rate of persons without disabilities; and
WHEREAS, more needs to be done to reaffirm our commitment to ensuring that the opportunities in Maine are available and accessible to every citizen; and
WHEREAS, it is to the benefit of all people in Maine that we include persons with disabilities in our workforce development efforts to ensure the continued growth of the Maine economy; and
WHEREAS, efforts such as the "We Want to Work!" Forum at the State House on October 6th are vital to these efforts to provide opportunities for individuals who want to work and to strengthen the state's workforce,
NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOHN E. BALDACCI, Governor of the State of Maine, do hereby proclaim October, 2005 as

DISABILITY EMPLOYMENT AWARENESS MONTH throughout the State of Maine, and urge all citizens to recognize the accomplishments of people with disabilities in our current work force, and the great need to reduce the barriers to employment for people with disabilities in Maine in the interest of a better economy for all Maine people.
